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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER BENHIMA DISCUSSES LAND RECOVERY 

1 . IN INTERVIEW WITH LE MONDE FOLLOWING HIS ARRIVAL IN PARIS 

ON OFFICIAL VISIT, FONMIN BENHIMA BROKE NEW GROUND ON QUESTION 
OF RECOVERY OF FOREIGN-HELD LANDS. INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN 
PRO-GOVERNMENT MOROCCAN PRESS AUGUST 30. HE SAID GOM WILL 
PERMIT 187 FARMERS WITH HOLDINGS SMALLER THAN 5 HECTARES TO 
REMAIN ON LAND FOR REST OF THEIR LIVES. HOWEVER, OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY OF COLONS HAVE LARGE HOLDINGS: ONLY 14,000 HECTARES 
DIVIDED INTO FARMS OF LESS THAN 50 HECTARES, WHILE REMAINING 
250,000 MADE UP OF LARGE HOLDINGS WITH ANNUAL INCOMES OF 
BETWEEN 600,000 AND 3,000,000 DIRHAMS. THESE PERSONS HAVE 
LONG SINCE AMORTIZED THEIR INVESTMENTS, ACCORDING TO FONMIN. 

HE SAID FOREIGN-HELP LANDS IN MOROCCO TOTALLED 300,000 HECTARES 
PRIOR TO EXPROPRIATION. 

2. BENHIMA SAID INDEMNIEICATION COULD NOT BE LINKED TO ERENCH 
AID. GOM WOULD NOT ACT AS CASHIER'S WINDOW WHICH TOOK AID FROM 
FRENCH AND DISBURSED TO COLONS. WHILE PRINCIPLE OE INDEMINIFICATION 
ACCEPTED, TO PAY COLONS 1.8 BILLION DIRHAMS AT WHICH LAND VALUED 
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WOULD "BLEED US WHITE." EACH COLON WILL, HOWEVER, BE ALLOWED TO 
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TAKE OUT UP TO 100,000 DIRHAMS AND IS INVITED TO INVEST REST IN 
MOROCCO UNDER NEW INVESTMENT CODES IN SECTORS OF INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE NOT AFEECTED BY MOROCCANIZATION. 

3. BENHIMA CONCLUDED INTERVIEW BY NOTING THAT IMPORTANT FRENCH 
FIGURE HAD ONCE SAID: "UNTIL NOW, FRANCE HAS DEVOTED PART OF HER 
HISTORY TO DEFENDING THE INTERESTS OF FRENCHMEN. IT IS TIME THAT 
SHE OCCUPY HERSELF A LITTLE WITH THE INTERESTS OF FRANCE." 

THIS BIT OE WISDOM, HE INDICATED, APPLICABLE TO PRESENT SITUATION 
IN MOROCCO. 

4. COMMENT: BENHIMA'S REMARKS INDICATE THAT GOM HAS BEGUN TO 
DEVELOP OUTLINES OE AN APPROACH TO INDEMNIFICATION QUESTION. 

ALSO, PREVIOUS REPORTS THAT HOLDERS OF LESS THAN 5 HECTARES 
WOULD BE EXEMPT FROM DECREE NOW CONFIRMED. GENERALLY, 

HOWEVER, HE APPEARS TO BE TAKING HARD LINE, PARTLY AS OPENING 
SALLY IN WHAT WILL PRESUMABLY BE LONG BARGAINING SESSION BUT 
ALSO BECAUSE OE APPARENT FIRM GOM DECISION THAT MOROCCO WILL NOT 
PAY FULL INDEMNIFICATION IN FOREIGN EXCHANGE FOR LANDS. 

ROCKWELL 
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